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trade. The Internet holds enormous com-
mercial potential and brings extraordinary
opportunities directly into homes and work-
places across the United States and around
the world. Linking businesses and consumers
more quickly and directly than ever before,
the worldwide web is a powerful tool, avail-
able 24 hours a day, 7 days a week, that allows
even the smallest company to conduct busi-
ness on a global scale.

My Administration has worked hard to en-
courage America’s businesses and workers to
embrace this worldwide web of opportunity
and its potential to enhance productivity at
home and access to markets abroad. By in-
vesting in research and development, im-
proving the quality of science and mathe-
matics education in our schools, teaching
workers new skills to fill jobs in the tech-
nology sector, and keeping e-commerce fair,
safe, and competitive, we can stimulate our
export industries, sustain this remarkable pe-
riod of growth and prosperity, and ensure
America’s continued leadership in the global
economy.

This week, when the Congress takes up
legislation to grant Permanent Normal Trade
Relations status to the People’s Republic of
China, it will have an opportunity to further
the progress we have made in building strong
trading relationships. PNTR for China will
increase America’s competitiveness in the
global marketplace, reduce tariffs, and give
American workers and farmers unprece-
dented access to China’s more than one bil-
lion consumers.

World trade, whether conducted in per-
son, on paper, or on line, remains a corner-
stone of American economic growth. But
even more important, trade plays a vital role
in improving opportunity and prosperity
around the globe. Free and fair international
trade is one of the most effective tools we
have to bring people together, raise living
standards in developed and developing na-
tions alike, promote human dignity, and im-
prove long-term prospects for democracy,
stability, and world peace.

Now, Therefore, I, William J. Clinton,
President of the United States of America,
by virtue of the authority vested in me by
the Constitution and laws of the United
States, do hereby proclaim May 21 through

May 27, 2000, as World Trade Week. I invite
the people of the United States to observe
this week with events, trade shows, and edu-
cational programs that celebrate the benefits
of international trade to our economy and
our world.

In Witness Whereof, I have hereunto set
my hand this nineteenth day of May, in the
year of our Lord two thousand, and of the
Independence of the United States of Amer-
ica the two hundred and twenty-fourth.

William J. Clinton

[Filed with the Office of the Federal Register,
8:45 a.m., May 23, 2000]

NOTE: This proclamation was released by the Of-
fice of the Press Secretary on May 20, and it was
published in the Federal Register on May 24.

Proclamation 7311—Small Business
Week, 2000
May 19, 2000

By the President of the United States
of America

A Proclamation
The men and women who own and oper-

ate our Nation’s 25 million small businesses
have made, and continue to make, an indis-
pensable contribution to America’s economic
strength and success. These entrepreneurs
possess many of the characteristics that have
always defined the American spirit: a fierce
independence, an extraordinary work ethic,
and an uncompromising commitment to
building a better life. Taking risks to fulfill
their dreams, they have made a profound and
positive impact on the lives and futures of
their fellow citizens.

America’s small business owners represent
more than 99 percent of all employers, and
they employ more than half of the private
sector workforce. They create 80 percent of
the new jobs in our economy, and last year
they generated 51 percent of our Nation’s
gross national product—more than $16 tril-
lion. Small business owners are leaders in in-
novation, creating a wellspring of new tech-
nology, new products, and more effective
business processes.
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Recognizing the important role small busi-
nesses play in the life of our Nation and in
the vitality of our economy, my Administra-
tion is committed to continuing and expand-
ing their success so that more Americans
have the opportunity for prosperity and a se-
cure future for themselves and their families.
By balancing the Federal budget, we freed
up capital for starting and expanding small
businesses. We have put in place policies and
programs that grant tax and regulatory relief
and expand access to capital and overseas
markets for small businesses. And we have
strengthened America’s workforce through
investment in education, training, and im-
proved benefits.

Through the Small Business Administra-
tion, we guaranteed more than $12 billion
in loans to nearly 50 thousand companies last
year alone; opened the door to $4.2 billion
in venture capital investment for 2,000 com-
panies; and provided management and tech-
nical assistance to more than 900,000 small
businesses. Through our New Markets Initia-
tive and our efforts to bridge the digital di-
vide, my Administration is helping to create
opportunities for small businesses by pro-
moting public and private sector investment
in underserved communities and expanding
e-commerce capability.

During Small Business Week, we salute
America’s millions of small business owners;
men and women of courage and initiative
whose future is limited only by their imagina-
tion and whose success has created better
lives for us all.

Now, Therefore, I, William J. Clinton,
President of the United States of America,
by virtue of the authority vested in me by
the Constitution and laws of the United
States, do hereby proclaim May 21 through
May 27, 2000, as Small Business Week. I call
upon government officials and all the people
of the United States to observe this week
with appropriate ceremonies, activities, and
programs that celebrate the achievements of
small business owners and encourage the de-
velopment of new enterprises.

In Witness Whereof, I have hereunto set
my hand this nineteenth day of May, in the
year of our Lord two thousand, and of the

Independence of the United States of Amer-
ica the two hundred and twenty-fourth.

William J. Clinton

[Filed with the Office of the Federal Register,
8:45 a.m., May 23, 2000]

NOTE: This proclamation was released by the Of-
fice of the Press Secretary on May 20, and it was
published in the Federal Register on May 24.

The President’s Radio Address
May 20, 2000

Good morning. For the last 7 years, we’ve
worked hard to enhance the health and safety
of the American people. Today I’d like to
talk about new measures we’re taking to save
the lives of many thousands of men and
women who fall victim to one of America’s
biggest killers, sudden cardiac arrest.

Every day—every day—more than 600
Americans die from sudden cardiac arrest.
In some cases, the cause is long-term coro-
nary artery disease. In others, it can be trig-
gered by intense emotional or physical stress.
Either way, the heart starts beating chaoti-
cally and cannot send blood to the brain and
other vital organs.

The key of survival is the speed of re-
sponse. In addition to CPR, most cardiac ar-
rest victims need an immediate electrical
shock to restore the heart’s normal rhythm.
When victims receive that shock within a
minute, there’s a 90 percent chance of resus-
citation. When it takes 10 minutes, the odds
fall to less than 5 percent. Keep in mind,
in a big city with a lot of traffic, it can often
take far more than 10 minutes for emergency
medical technicians to arrive.

But thanks to new devices called auto-
mated external defibrillators, or AED’s, a
person with moderate training can now ad-
minister lifesaving shocks to someone in car-
diac arrest. An AED, which is about the same
size and price as a good laptop computer,
uses voice commands to lead the rescuer
through every step and delivers a shock only
if it’s necessary.

Mike Tighe, a public health official in Bos-
ton, spent several years on a crusade to put
AED’s in police cars and fire trucks. A year
and a half ago Mr. Tighe needed an AED
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